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Henry Wilson was one of the outstanding
personalities in the war. After holding various
appointments, including the command of the
Staff College at Camberley, he was made
Director of Military Operations at the War
Office in 1911. His diary has been widely read,
with amusement and indignation, admiration
and contempt. Sir Andrew Macphail has ex-
posed without mercy the weak side of his
extraordinary character, his ambition, conceit,
'disloyalty to senior officers and colleagues, and
has proved the allegations out of Wilson's own
mouth. But with all his faults Henry Wilson
was a great man. If we owe to Kitchener the
Army which afterwards came into being, we
owe to Wilson the army which existed in
August 1914.
He was desperately in earnest His belief in
the coming war was a passionate conviction
which nothing could shake. Statesmen won-
dered uneasily what the future might hold in
store. Journalists like Maxse and Repington
were outspoken in their warnings. But for
Wilson there was no "possible, probable,
shadow of doubt" The future, as he saw it,
was a matter of fact. Germany was going to
war with France and we were going to fight
side by side with the French. Starting from
this fact it only remained to make our assist-
ance as powerful and ready as the Government
would allow. To this one object he devoted
tireless energy, fearless and sometimes insub-
ordinate expostulation. He was well fitted for
the task he set himself.
Even before 1914 his persistence had effected